


Money Talks



money trials are not the hardest, and somehow or 
other, they are always overcome.

Amelia E. Barr 
U.S. author



money is the last enemy that shall never be subdued. 
While there is flesh there is money—or the want of money, 
but money is always on the brain so long as there is a brain 
in reasonable order.

Samuel Butler



I s money money or isn’t money money. Everybody who earns it and spends it every 
day in order to live knows that money is money, anybody who votes it to be gathered in as 
taxes knows money is not money. That is what makes everybody go crazy. . . .
When you earn money and spend money every day anybody can know the difference 
between a million and three. But when you vote money away there really is not any 
difference between a million and three.

Gertrude Stein



Tis money that begets money.
English proverb



money won is twice as sweet as money earned.
“Lucky” Eddie Felson



money will never make you happy and happy will never make 
you money. That may be a wise crack, but I doubt it.

Mr. Hammer 
from The Cocoanuts, as the Florida hotel owner (Groucho Marx)  

explains value of money to bellboys he is trying not to pay



money is like sex. Some people believe that the more sexual experiences they 
have, with as many different people as possible, the more fulfilled they will be. But 
even great quantities of money and sex may not satisfy the craving. The problem 
lies not in having too much or too little, but in taking money literally, as a fetish 
rather than as a medium. If wealth is found by rejecting the experience of poverty, 
then it will never be complete. The soul is nurtured by want as much as by plenty.

Thomas Moore



money earned with pains 
should be spent on pleasure.

Chinese proverb



Give money me, take friendship whoso list,
For friends are gone come once adversity.
When money yet remaineth safe in chest,
That quickly can thee bring from misery.
Fair face show friends when riches do abound.

Barnabe Googe 
British poet



money is human happiness in the abstract: he, then, who is 
no longer capable of enjoying human happiness in the concrete 
devotes his heart entirely to money.

Arthur Schopenhauer



money indeed may be considered as the most universal and 
expressive of all languages. For gold and silver coins are no more 
money when not in the actual process of being voluntarily used in 
purchase, than words not so in use are language.

Samuel Butler



Hollywood money isn’t money. 
It’s congealed snow: 

melts in your hand, and there you are.
Dorothy Parker



Children need money. As they grow older they need more money. They need 
money for essentially the same reasons that adults need money. They need to buy 
stuff....They need it regardless of whether they get good grades, violate a family 
rule, or offend a parent.

Medeiros, Porter, & Welch



money made through dishonest practices 
will not last long.

Chinese proverb



money is the worst currency that ever grew 
among mankind. This sacks cities, this drives 
men from their homes, this teaches and corrupts 
the worthiest minds to turn base deeds.

Sophocles



money’s a horrid thing to follow, but 
a charming thing to meet.

Henry James



money gives me pleasure all the time.
Hilaire Belloc 

French-born British poet



I love money, 
but will money ever love me in return?

Mason Cooley 
U.S. aphorist



Money is a poor man’s credit card.
Marshall McLuhan



Money couldn’t buy friends, but 
you got a better class of enemy.

Spike Milligan



Money is like muck, 
not good except it be spread.

Francis Bacon



Money is a better tonic than Geritol.
Mason Cooley



Money itself isn’t lost or made, it’s simply transferred from one perception 
to another. This painting here. I bought it 10 years ago for 60 thousand dollars. 
I could sell it today for 600. The illusion has become real and the more real it 
becomes, the more desperately they want it.

Gordon Gekko 
Wall Street



Public money is like holy water; 
everyone helps himself to it.

Italian proverb



The money complex is the demonic, and the demonic is God’s ape; 
the money complex is therefore the heir to and substitute for the religious 
complex, an attempt to find God in things.

Norman O. Brown 
U.S. philosopher



Money clarifies one’s speech greatly, 
while no one listens to the poor.

Chinese proverb



Money is better than poverty, if only for financial reasons.
Woody Allen



Money is the source of the greatest vice, 
and that nation which is most rich, is most 
wicked.

Frances Burney 
British author



Clearly money has something to do with life....
Philip Larkin 

British poet



With money you’re a dragon; 
without it you’re a worm.

Chinese proverb



Sir, money, money, the most charming of all things; money, which will say 
more in one moment than the most elegant lover can in years. Perhaps you will 
say a man is not young; I answer he is rich. He is not genteel, handsome, witty, 
brave, good-humoured, but he is rich, rich, rich, rich, rich—that one word 
contradicts everything you can say against him.

Henry Fielding 
British novelist



Money is the sinews of love, 
as of war.

George Farquhar 
Irish dramatist



Money is like a sixth sense  
	 without which you cannot make a complete use  
	    of the other five.

W. Somerset Maugham



Money: power at its most liquid.
Mason Cooley



Money cannot purchase 
what the heart desires.

Chinese proverb



I ’m not money hungry. . . . People who are rich want to be richer, but what’s 
the difference? You can’t take it with you. The toys get different, that’s all. The rich 
guys buy a football team, the poor guys buy a football. It’s all relative.

Martina Navratilova



Money votes socialist or monarchist, finds a profit in pornography 
or translations from the Bible, commissions Rembrandt and underwrites 
the technology of Auschwitz. It acquires its meaning from the uses to 
which it is put.

Lewis H. Lapham 
U.S. essayist



Money doesn’t mind if we say it’s evil;  
it goes from strength to strength.  
It’s a fiction, an addiction, and a tacit conspiracy.

Martin Amis 
British author



With money, you can make the devil push a millstone.
Chinese proverb



Money comes to life as it is spent.
Mason Cooley



Money speaks, but it speaks with a 
male voice.

Andrea Dworkin 
U.S. feminist



Money is that dear thing which,
if you’re not careful, you can squander
your whole life thinking of

Mary Jo Salter 
U.S. poet



Money is power, and in that government which pays all the public 
officers of the states will all political power be substantially concentrated.

Andrew Jackson



Money, which represents the prose of life, and which is hardly spoken of 
in parlors without an apology, is, in its effects and laws, as beautiful as roses.

Ralph Waldo Emerson



Money talks” because money is a metaphor, a transfer, and a bridge. Like words and language, 
money is a storehouse of communally achieved work, skill, and experience. Money, however, is also 
a specialist technology like writing; and as writing intensifies the visual aspect of speech and order, 
and as the clock visually separates time from space, so money separates work from the other social 
functions. Even today money is a language for translating the work of the farmer into the work of the 
barber, doctor, engineer, or plumber. As a vast social metaphor, bridge, or translator, money—like 
writing—speeds up exchange and tightens the bonds of interdependence in any community. It gives 
great spatial expansion and control to political organizations, just as writing does, or the calendar.

Marshall McLuhan



Mt’s not money that brings happiness, 
it’s lots of money.

Russian saying



Money can move the gods.
Chinese proverb



Money and time are the heaviest burdens of life, 
and . . . the unhappiest of all mortals are those who 
have more of either than they know how to use.

Samuel Johnson
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